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【問題Ⅰ】 

次の英文を読み、以下の問い（問1～8）に対する答えとして最も適切なものを、それぞれ問いの

下の(a)～(d)のうちから一つ選んで記号で答えなさい。 

 

Newspaper and television reports around the world show Africa as a continent with many 

problems. They focus on the wars, the starving children, the terrible diseases, and the natural disasters. 

Other, more positive aspects of life in Africa are rarely shown. 

There are, indeed, serious problems in many parts of Africa. The biggest problem facing Africans 

today is the continuing threat of wars. These wars are in part due to historic competition among tribes. 

However, in the past, the fighting was local and small scale. In recent years, it has become more violent 

and devastating. This is partly because of the destructive power of modern weapons. It is also because 

the situation has changed dramatically.  

Starting in the sixteenth century, European powers began to move into Africa. They took African 

people to sell as slaves in North and South America. They also took any valuable resource they could 

find, such as ivory, gold and diamonds. In the nineteenth century, the European rulers divided up the 

continent into countries. They did not understand much about African tribal traditions, and so the 

borders of these countries did not match the traditional borders of tribal lands.  

When the countries of Africa became independent in the twentieth century, there were often several 

different tribes in a country, and each tribe wanted to rule. The result was conflict and civil war. In many 

countries, the civil wars have been going on for decades as different groups fight for control of the 

government. Governing means having not only power, but also having access to wealth--and one of the 

ways out of a life of poverty. In recent years, it has also meant having control over international aid and, 

therefore, access to food in times of starvation.  

Many of the problems facing Africa today have been worsened by this fighting over control of the 

government. Countries that are at war have little time or resources to deal with poverty, hunger, or 

disease. They are unable to take any measures for a better future, and so many countries are becoming 

poorer and their problems are growing. For example, HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, has spread 

rapidly in Africa because of the lack of education and health care, as well as the lack of medical supplies. 

Other diseases, many preventable, have spread quickly for the same reasons.  

In spite of these problems, however, many Africans are hopeful about their future. Ordinary people 

in many countries are joining together to change and improve their lives. Young and talented Africans 

are looking out to the rest of the world. They are experimenting with ways to use the Internet and other 

new technology to try to solve some of their problems. In the arts, and especially in music, many 

talented performers are showing the world what it means to be African.   
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1) The passage is about _________ 

(a) independence movement among tribes in Africa. 

(b) the general situation in Africa today. 

(c) how newspaper and television reports about Africa. 

(d) the diseases faced in some African tribes. 

 

2) According to this passage, the main factors preventing a solution to Africa’s problems is _________ 

(a) disease.   (c) war. 

(b) poverty.  (d) international aid. 

 

3) Wars are more violent in the twenty-first century partly because _________ 

(a) modern weapons can cause more and more harm. 

(b) of the lack of education and health care in general. 

(c) there has been an increase in natural disasters in the country recently. 

(d) people cannot benefit from the natural resources of the country. 

 

4) In the past, European powers _________ 

(a) fought over control of the government. 

(b) tried to help the Africans economically. 

(c) could not find any valuable resources in Africa. 

(d) did not understand African traditions. 

 

5) In many African countries, different groups are fighting for control over the government so they  

can _________ 

(a) prevent the spread of the HIV virus in their tribes. 

(b) get rid of the violence by European rulers. 

(c) change the borders in some parts of the country. 

(d) become richer and control food supplies. 

 

6) We can infer from the passage that international aid _________ 

(a) can help prevent severe fighting between tribes. 

(b) may sometimes be a reason for fighting. 

(c) might not be helpful in treatment of AIDS. 

(d) usually has no effect on the wars between groups. 

 



7) According to the passage, there is a close connection between _________ 

(a) access to wealth and level of education. 

(b) international aid and the spread of disease. 

(c) war and the spread of the HIV virus. 

(d) African tribal traditions and poverty. 

 

8) Many young people in Africa today are _________ 

(a) hopeful in spite of their problem. 

(b) talented politicians and leaders. 

(c) hoping to move to other countries. 

(d) not interested in their traditions. 

 

 

【問題Ⅱ】 

上記【問題Ⅰ】で読んだ英文の内容を、日本語200字以上250字以内に要約しなさい。 

 

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

          

 

 

 

 



解答 

 

 

【問題Ⅰ】 

 1) b 2) b 3) a 4) d 

5) d 6) b 7) c 8) a 

 

 

 

【問題Ⅱ】（解答例） 

アフリカは、戦争、飢餓、病気、自然災害など数多くの課題を抱えている。特に長

引く戦争の脅威は最大の課題だ。その主な理由は 16世紀からアフリカがヨーロッパ

列強によって分断され、さらに 20世紀になって以降は、独立した国々の国境と部族

の領土が異なることで状況が劇変し、政府の統治権をめぐる部族間の争いが深刻化

したためである。しかし、アフリカの人々はその未来に希望を見出している。特に

若者は、世界に目を向け、新たな技術や芸術の力で自分たちの生活を改善しようと

努めている。 

(226字) 

 

 

 


